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1. Introduction 

 
As we continue to develop our disability cricket competition offers, we also recognise that in 
order to do so and to create a level of sustainability, it is vital that we look at opportunities 
for new and inexperienced players taking part in our game. 
 
For that reason, we are keen, in partnership with the county boards, to offer provision for a 
number of ‘festivals’ for the S9 format and also a similar offer for those wishing to try a 
hardball game for maybe, the first time. 
 
In previous seasons we have loosely called this ‘development’, but for 2022 season we are 
keen that this offer has its own identity and for that reason, we have called both formats 
‘CHALLENGE’. 
 
You will see from the front cover of this document that we have had new logos created by 
our marketing team to allow us to correctly identify this brand. 
 
It is envisaged that S9 CHALLENGE and D40 CHALLENGE will take differing formats with the 
key being ‘flexibility’. The flexible aspect must be aimed directly at the need to provide the 
best experience we can for those taking part. 
 
This document goes on to explain how CHALLEGE works from an ECB perspective, however, 
the processes herein are not ‘cast in stone’ and ‘other ways’ are more than welcomed. 
 
Finally, in this introduction, it just remains for me to wish all those that take part in disability 
cricket either as a player or a facilitator, a very successful and enjoyable 2022 season. 
 
 
 
 
 
Richard Hill MBE 

ECB Disability Cricket Competitions Manager 
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2 Code of Conduct – Volunteers. 
 
 
Introduction 
 
The ECB’s Disability Cricket Pathway takes its role as a provider of cricket for under-18s very 
seriously. Their wellbeing is paramount in all decisions taken by us. 
All children and young people we come into contact with have the same protection 
regardless of age, disability, gender, race, religious belief, sexual orientation or identity. 
The CCB also commits to safeguarding adults at risk. 
We act in accordance with legislation, statutory guidance and The ECB Safe Hands Policy and 
we work collaboratively with The ECB in relation to concerns about the safeguarding of 
children or young people or adults at risk. 
 
Who this Code of Conduct applies to? 
This Code of Conduct applies to all volunteers, as safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. 
 
Volunteer obligations 
 
It is our expectation that all our volunteers sign a code of conduct and will at all times act in 
the best interests of children and young people under the age of 18 as outlined in within the 
ECB Safe hands document. The welfare of children and young people must always be 
paramount. We also expect our volunteers to act in the best interests of adults at risk in 
cricket. 
 
This includes an expectation that volunteers will: 
 
• Undertake safeguarding education or training required. 
• Read and comply with the ECB Safe Hands Policy. 
• Be appropriately vetted if required to do so as specified in Safe Hands. 
• Act in an appropriate way at all times when in contact with children and young people, 
face to face, via social media, phone or by any other electronic communications. 
• Recognise the importance of confidentiality when working with children, young people, 
their families and their data. 
• Promptly report any concerns about safeguarding or the protection of children or young 
people in Cricket to the County Safeguarding Officer or ECB Safeguarding Team. 
• Be familiar with and use the whistle blowing policy if you suspect or believe that 
safeguarding concerns have not been appropriately addressed by the FFC/County Cricket 
Board. 
• Accept that, by taking this role, cricket may deem you to be in a relationship of trust with 
under-18 participants that you are in contact with through your role. 
• Act with integrity at all times 
• Seek advice from the Disability Pathway Safeguarding Officer or ECB Safeguarding Team if 
required. 
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Further information and support 
 
Further information can be found in Safe Hands. 
 
Alternatively, if you have any queries or concerns regarding the Code of Conduct or 
safeguarding generally, please speak to our Disability Pathway Safeguarding Officer ( 
stuart.murphy@ecb.co.uk ) in the first instance.  
 
Please sign and return a duplicate copy of this Code of Conduct to acknowledge you have 
read, understood, and agree to comply with the document. 
 
You should then keep the other copy safe for your records. 
 
Breaches of the Code of Conduct are taken seriously and could lead to you being unable to 
volunteer with us and/or the involvement of the statutory agencies and the ECB. 
 
 
Name of volunteer:  
 
Signed:  
 
Date: 
 

 
Name of Disability Pathway staff completing their volunteer induction: 
 
Signed: 
 
Date: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:stuart.murphy@ecb.co.uk
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3 S9 Challenge 
 
S9 CHALLENGE is a multi-formatted option that allows to play games of cricket in any number of 
different ways. 
 
The idea is that S9 CHALLENGE gives each person taking part the best experience possible, in the 
most accessible way possible for each individual. 
 
Formats can be (but not restricted to): 
 

• Any number of players per side, ranging from 8 players to 14 players if necessary 

• Conventional format, 10 overs a side through to 30 overs a side, in any incrementations 

• Pairs format can be played with any number of players and overs 

• Single wicket format – where each batter bats alone and the highest score wins 

• We would encourage teams playing each other on a one team against another basis 

• Festivals – where three, four or five teams play short format games in a single venue 
 
Scoring rules should be made up by the competing teams and hosts to enable the best outcomes 
 
For players to take part in the S9 CHALLENGE they would need to be aged 13 or over. 
 
Disability sport classification for players taking part in S9 CHALLENGE is NOT required. If a player 
wishes to take part in the S9 REGIONAL competitions or the D40 PURSUIT or D40 QUEST, then they 
would need to undergo a classification assessment. 
 
It would not be necessary for S9 CHALLENGE events to be officiated by qualified umpires. It would be 
expected that these roles will be undertaken by coaches and manages from the competing teams. 
 
S9 CHALLENGE games are NOT expected to be input into play cricket 
 
S9 CHALLENGE events are NOT designed for people who play S9 formats on a regular basis in the S9 
REGIONAL competition. It is not designed to allow ‘out of form’ players a platform to regain form! 

 
It is strongly recommended that each team should have a Team Manager. The Team Manager must 
be made known to the Competition Manager and will become the main point of contact for that team. 
The Team Manager must be in possession of a current DBS Certificate. 

It is also strongly recommended that each team have, as a minimum, a level 2 qualified coach, who is 
responsible for coaching the squad. You will be required to inform the Competitions Manager of your 
coaches on the Information Form. All coaches need to be members of the ECB Coaches Association. 

There is no reason why the Team Manager and Coach could not be the same person. 

The ECB will provide sufficient match balls as required for all festivals and one against one games as 
required. 
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4 D40 Challenge 
 
The D40 CHALLENGE is designed to allow those players who wish to try out hardball cricket, for what 
maybe the first time. 
 
We have recognised that a number of counties have one, two or three players in their S9 formats who 
may benefit from hardball cricket. 
 
The format of D40 CHALLENGE is totally flexible, however, it is envisaged that it keeps as near as 
possible to the conventional game of cricket. The number of overs per innings will need to be 
determined on the day. 
 
For players to take part in the D40 CHALLENGE, they would need to be aged 13 or over 
 
Disability sport classification for players taking part in D40 CHALLENGE is NOT required, however, it 
is expected that the vast majority of the players taking part will come through the S9 REGIONAL 
competitions, whereby, they will already have undergone classification. 
 
It would not be necessary for D40 CHALLENGE events to be officiated by qualified umpires. It would 
be expected that these roles will be undertaken by coaches and manages from the competing 
teams. 
 
D40 CHALLENGE games are NOT expected to be input into play cricket 
 
D40 CHALLENGE events are NOT designed for people who play D40 formats on a regular basis in the 
D40 QUEST or D40 PURSUIT competitions. It is not designed to allow ‘out of form’ players a platform 
to regain form! 

 
It is strongly recommended that each team should have a Team Manager. The Team Manager must 
be made known to the Competition Manager and will become the main point of contact for that team. 
The Team Manager must be in possession of a current DBS Certificate. 

It is also strongly recommended that each team have, as a minimum, a level 2 qualified coach, who is 
responsible for coaching the squad. You will be required to inform the Competitions Manager of your 
coaches on the Information Form. All coaches need to be members of the ECB Coaches Association. 

There is no reason why the Team Manager and Coach could not be the same person. 

The ECB will provide sufficient match balls as required for all festivals and one against one games as 
required. 
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5 Wearing of Helmets 
 

 All players in the S9 CHALLENGE and the D40 CHALLENGE aged 18 years old or younger MUST wear 
head protectors or helmets whilst batting which have been tested against a hard cricket ball and are 
listed on the ECB website.  

 A full list of approved headwear can be found at http://www.ecb.co.uk/information/ecb-and-pca-
guidance-head-protectorshelmets. 

 This should also apply where teams have organised practice sessions for Super9’s cricket 

 Wicketkeepers under the age of 18 should wear a head protector with a faceguard, or a wicketkeeper 
face protector, at all times when standing up to the stumps. 

 Any individual taking responsibility for any player(s) under the age of 18 should take reasonable steps 
to ensure this guidance is followed at all times. No parental consent to the non-wearing of a head 
protector should be accepted.  

 It is also strongly recommended that players over the age of 18 also wear protective headgear whilst 
playing Super9’s cricket. 

 It is recommended that all players irrespective of age, who have disability issues that reduce mobility, 
or for those who have historical head injuries, should wear helmets whilst batting. 

 A further recommendation would be to advice such players to wear helmets whilst fielding, 
particularly if the fielder is positioned in front of the facing batmen and is on the 11yard restriction. 

 As with the under 18 rules regarding wicket keepers, it is recommended that all players should wear 
a head protector with a faceguard, or a wicketkeeper face protector, at all times when standing up to 
the stumps. 
 

6 Match Day Requirements 
Ground Preparation 
The ground, which includes the outfield, surrounds, and the pitch should be fully prepared in readiness 
for the start of the match. Boundaries should be clearly marked with either a rope or white line.  

If a white line is used, markers should also be provided.   

Sightscreens should be aligned, and in accordance with the new laws be outside the boundary.  

On grounds where it is not possible to place a sightscreen outside the boundary, the rope, or white 
line should be placed inside the sightscreen, always leaving sufficient room for the screen to be moved 
for a bowler bowling over or round the wicket. 

The score box should be clean, tidy, and ready for use. 

The pitch should be correctly marked in accordance with the Laws.  

Facilities and Equipment 
Both Players and Umpires dressing rooms should be clean and tidy. In the Umpires room there should 
be the appropriate number of match balls for the day (provided by the home team), six spare balls of 
varying degrees of usage, together with bails (including spares) and bowler’s markers. 

 
 The game format for the day must be agreed by all competing teams. This agreement can take place 

on the day of the event. 

 It is recommended that the Umpires supervise the toss and ensure that expectations relating to the 
role of the captains and behaviour are agreed. At this meeting agreement will be reached regarding 
any local rules, drinks break, and formats played etc. 
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 In the case of a delayed start, the new number of overs to be played, interval changes, etc. will be 
finalised. 

 
 Claims for match expenses should be sent to Richard Hill at the address shown on the form, or via 

email. All expense claims will be processed the ECB accounting system and payments made direct by 
transfer.  

 
 
 
 

7 Fast Bowling Directives  
 

AGE MAX OVERS PER SPELL MAX OVERS PER DAY 

Up to 13 5 overs per spell 10 overs per day 

U14, U15 6 overs per spell 12 overs per day 

U16, U17 7 overs per spell 18 overs per day 

U18, U19 7 overs per spell 18 overs per day 

 

 
Having completed a spell, the bowler cannot bowl again, from either end, until the equivalent number 
of overs to the length of his spell has been bowled from the same end.  

If play is interrupted, for any reason, for less than 40 minutes any spell in progress at the time of the 
interruption can be continued after the interruption up to the maximum number of overs per spell for 
the appropriate age group.  

If the spell is not continued after the interruption the bowler cannot bowl again, from either end, until 
the equivalent number of overs to the length of his spell before the interruption have been bowled 
from the same end.  

If the interruption is of 40 minutes or more, whether scheduled or not, the bowler can commence a 
new spell immediately. 

Once a bowler covered by these Directives has bowled in a match, he cannot exceed the maximum 
number overs per day for his age group even if he subsequently bowls slowly.  

He can exceed the maximum overs per spell if bowling slowly but cannot then revert to bowling fast 
until an equivalent number of overs to the length of his spell have been bowled from the same end.  

If he bowls slow without exceeding the maximum number of overs in a spell the maximum will apply 
as soon as he reverts to bowling fast. 

Captains, Team Managers and Umpires are asked to ensure that these Directives are followed at all 
times. 
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8 ECB Guidelines for Junior Players in Open Age Cricket 
 
The ECB has issued guidance covering the selection and participation of young players in open age 
group cricket. This is to help clubs decide when to select young players in open age group cricket and 
how best to help their cricketing development when they play within open age groups. The ECB keeps 
these guidelines under review and’ following feedback from clubs and leagues, has revised these 
guidelines from the 2011 season. The ECB will continue to monitor the impact of these guidelines and 
you are invited to feedback your thoughts and comments in writing to the ECB Non-First-Class Cricket 
Department. 

 The Guidance is as follows: 

 Making the step up from junior to open age group cricket is a significant event in any player’s cricketing 
experience. Ensure the player’s safety, personal development needs and overall cricket experiences 
are considered. 

 There is no definitive age at which a player should be introduced to open age group cricket, but each 
case is to be determined on an individual basis, depending on the players ability and stage of cognitive 
and emotional maturity to take part at this level. That said clubs, squad coaches and managers must 
consider the requirements on age detailed in the last bullet of this guidance. 

 ECB Fast Bowling Directives and Fielding Regulations should always be adhered to for junior players in 
open age group cricket. 

 Provide an opportunity for players to show their talents in an appropriate way. Children who are just 
used as fielders will not fully experience the game. 

 Be supportive, at all times, for all forms of effort, even when children are not successful. Try and put 
them in situations where they will experience some success (however small) and ensure plenty of 
praise and encouragement. 

 Try and involve them in all aspects of the game wherever possible i.e. socialising, team talks, practice, 
decision making and so on, so they feel part of the team. 

 Children will often feel more comfortable and able to perform if they have a family member or friend 
playing in the side. 

 Remember, children’s early experiences will remain with them always and will often determine 
whether they want to remain playing the game or give up and do something else. 

 Players who are selected in a county U12 squad in spring for a summer squad or in another squad 
deemed by ECB Performance Managers to be of a standard above ‘district level’ for that season are 
eligible to play in open age cricket. This is providing they are at least 11 years old, are in school year 7 
on 1st September in the year preceding the season and have written parental consent to play. In 
allowing these players to play in open age cricket it is essential clubs and coaches recognise the ‘duty 
of care’ obligations they have towards these young players. 

 This means boys and girls who are county squad and area squad players, are able to play open age 
group cricket if they are in an U12 age group and are a minimum of 11 years old on the 1st September 
of the year preceding the season. District and club players who are not in area or county squads must 
wait until they reach the U13 age group, be in year 8 and be 12 years old on 1stSeptember of the 
preceding year before being able to play in any open age group cricket. As before written parental 
consent is required for these players. 

 The duty of care should be interpreted in two ways: 

 Not to place a young player in a position that involves an unreasonable risk to that young player, taking 
account of the circumstances of the match and the relative skills of the player. 

 Not to create a situation that places members of the opposing side in a position whereby they cannot 
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play cricket as they would normally do against adult players. 

 In addition, the guidelines note the need for clubs and leagues to recognise the positive experience 
young players should have in open age cricket. Clubs should provide an opportunity for players to 
show their talents in an appropriate way. Children who are just used as fielders will not fully 
experience the game. 

 

 
 
 

9 ECB Contacts 
 
 

Head of Disability Cricket 
Ian Martin 
07824 600325   
Ian.martin@ecb.co.uk 
Lords Cricket Ground 
St John’s Wood 
London NW8 8QZ 

 

National Disabilities Manager 
Edgar Herridge 
07557 811234 
Edgar.herridge@ecb.co.uk 
Lords Cricket Ground 
St John’s Wood 
London NW8 8QZ 

 
Disability Cricket Operations Manager 
Neil Bradshaw 
07808 159556 
Neil.bradshaw@ecb.co.uk 
Lords Cricket Ground 
St John’s Wood 
London NW8 8QZ 

 

Disability Cricket Personal Development & 
Welfare 
Stuart Murphy 
07876 848890 
Stuart.murphy@ecb.co.uk 
Lords Cricket Ground 
St John’s Wood 
London NW8 8QZ 

 
Disability Cricket Competitions Manager 
Richard Hill MBE 
07818 431144 
Richard.hill@ecb.co.uk 
Lords Cricket Ground 
St John’s Wood 
London NW8 8QZ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Ian.martin@ecb.co.uk
mailto:Edgar.herridge@ecb.co.uk
mailto:Neil.bradshaw@ecb.co.uk
mailto:Stuart.murphy@ecb.co.uk
mailto:Richard.hill@ecb.co.uk
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10 County Contacts 
 
 

Derbyshire Falcons  
 
Phil Lucas 
26 St Pancras Way 
Derby 
DE1 3TH 
 
07896 204917 
Phil87@phil87.plus.com 
 
Grounds: 
Darley Abbey CC 
Riverside Meadow Ground 
Darley Abbey 
Darley DE22 1DX 
 
Melbourne Town CC 
Melbourne Sports Park, Cockshut Lane 
Melbourne, Derbyshire DE73 8DG 

 

Dorset  

Angie Pittaway 

C/O The Dorset Cricket Board 

The Leaze, King Street 
Wimbourne, Dorset BH21 1DY 
  
07803 057759  
ddccchair@outlook.com 
  
Ground: 

Martinstown Cricket Club 
Lower Ashton Farm 
Winterbourne Monkton 
Dorchester, Dorset DT2 9HA 
 
Dorchester Cricket Club 
The Recreation Ground 
Weymouth Avenue 
Dorchester, Dorset DT1 2RY 

 

Gloucestershire  
 

Carole Polley 
Flat 11, Cecily Court 
Cambridge Way 
Minchinhampton, Stroud 
Gloucestershire GL6 9DN 
 
07971 715625 
Jeancarole1245@gmail.com 
 
Grounds: 
 
Stinchcombe Stragglers CC 
Dursley Rugby Football Club 
Houndsgreen, Stinchcombe GL11 6AJ 
 
Stroud CC 
Stroud Cullimore Ground 
Ryeford, Stroud, Glos GL10 2LA 
 
Frampton On Severn CC 
The Oatfield 
Whitminster Lane 
Frampton On Severn GL2 7HR 

 

Hampshire  

Hugh Bernard 
The Ageas Bowl 
Botley Road 
West End 
Hampshire SO30 3XH 
 
07384 795804  
Hugh.Bernard@ageasbowl.com  
 
Ground: 
Hartley Wintney CC 
Cricket Green 
Hartley Wintney 
Hook 
Hampshire 
RG27 8PG 

 

mailto:Phil87@phil87.plus.com
mailto:Alan@ajfloorcraft.co.uk
mailto:Hugh.Bernard@ageasbowl.com
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Hertfordshire  

Richard Hill 
25 Nutfield 
Welwyn Garden City 
Herts. AL7 1UL 
 
07818431144 
Richard.hill@ecb.co.uk 
 
Grounds: 
Welwyn Playing Field 
Ottway Walk 
Welwyn Herts 
AL6 9AT 

 

 

Kent  

Brian GaskingThe Spitfire Ground 

Old Dover Road Canterbury 
Kent CT1 3NZ 
   
07931 318142   
Brian.gasking@kentcricket.co.uk 
 
Grounds: 
Brompton Barracks,  
No 1 Cricket Ground,  
Gillingham, Kent, ME7 5DF 

 

Lancashire  

 
Amlyn Layton 
Lancashire Cricket Foundation 
Emirates Old Trafford 
M16 0PX 
 
07799 639838   
Alayton@lancashirecricket.co.uk 

 
 
Grounds:  
TBA 

 

Oxfordshire  
 
Richard Giles 
14 Plumpton Road 
Chesterton 
Bicester 
Oxon OX26 1AQ 
 
07482 577424 
rgiles@oxoncb.com 
 
Grounds:  
Bicester and North Oxford Cricket Club 
Akeman Street 
Chesterton 
Bicester, Oxon 
OX26 1TH 

 

Staffordshire  
 
Steve Lightfoot 
Staffordshire Technology Park 
4 Parker Court 
Stafford, Staffordshire 
ST18 0WP 
 
07789 265618 
s.lightfoot@staffordshirecricket.co.uk 
 
Grounds: 
TBA 

 

Somerset Dragons  
Jason Mayled 
100 Thames Drive 
Taunton, Somerset 
TA1 2TE 
 
07966 253318 
J.mayled@sky.com 
 
Grounds: 
Taunton Deane Cricket Club 
The Convent Field 
Mount Street, Taunton 
Somerset TA1 3PY 

 

mailto:Richard.hill@ecb.co.uk
mailto:Brian.gasking@kentcricket.co.uk
mailto:rgiles@oxoncb.com
mailto:s.lightfoot@staffordshirecricket.co.uk
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Surrey  

Kavin Hemraj 
Kia Oval 
Kennington London 
SE11 5SS 
 
07793 434628 
kavinhemraj@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Grounds: 
Spencer CC The Spencer Ground 
Fieldview, London 
SW18 3HF 
 
Valley End, Widlesham Road 
Valley End 
Surrey GU24 8SN 

 

Sussex  

Matt Curtis / Richard Wolff 
The 1st Central County Ground 
Eaton Road 
Hove 
East Sussex BN3 3AN 
  
07730 940212 / 07432 094582 
Matt.curtis@sussexcricket.co.uk 
disabilitysquad@sussexcricket.co.uk 
   
Grounds: 

TBA 

 

Cricket Wales North (MACS 
 
Graeme Winterburn 
27 Ochr Y Bryn 
Henllan 
Denbighshire 
LL16 5AT 
 
07976 746612 
Gj.winterburn@gmail.com 
 
Grounds: 
Colwyn Bay Cricket Club 
77 Penrhyn Ave, Rhos on sea 
Colwyn Bay, Conwy LL28 4LR 
 
Rydal Penrhos School 
Pwllycrochan Ave 
Colwyn Bay, Conwy LL29 7BT 
 
Gwersyllt Park Cricket Club 
Park Wall Road, Gwersyllt 
Wrexham LL11 4DA 
 

 

  

 
 

mailto:kavinhemraj@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:Matt.curtis@sussexcricket.co.uk
mailto:disabilitysquad@sussexcricket.co.uk
mailto:Gj.winterburn@gmail.com

